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SUMMER SKIING

Can't stand the heat?

BY JONATHAN FRANKLIN CHILE

s Canadians sweat, the
Acoldest July in nearly a

century in Chile has left
Andean mountain peaks blan-
keted in fresh snow. Condi-
tions are ripe and crowds light
as resorts here head into the
equivalent of spring skiing -
sunny days with virtually no
wind and endless views of the
Andean skyline.

With three ski areas less
than a two-hour drive from
Santiago, skiing in Chile works
as a day trip or for a lengthier
escape. Valle Nevado, the most
upscale and largest of the re-
sorts, has added a high-speed
chair and five trails to help
skiers cover its 7,000 acres of
deep powder.

From a distance, it looks like
a white golf course, with gen-
tle ripples, deep drops and
rolling mountain peaks.

Up close, it feels like a sum-
mer beach with near-constant
sunshine and the chatter of

Brazilian skiers.

Atop the chairlift, there’s no
sign of human presence: Lis-
ten for the sound of a condor
whooshing overhead; look for
the footprints of foxes and
rabbits crisscrossing the
mountainside.

Back at the resort, with a
huge presence of Brazilian
skiers and partiers, Valle
Nevado (www.valleneva-
do.com) feels more samba
than Santiago. How the Brazi-
lians came to fall in love with
the mountain resort remains
a mystery, but they imbibe
the mountaintop with so
much tropical flavour and
energy, you half expect to
see a spontaneous game of
beach volleyball or mini
carnival parade.

Whether you want to beat
the heat with hard-core, non-
stop backcountry ski action,
or in a romantic setting with
good steak, fine wine and a
hopping disco, here are some
of Chile’s best ski options:

Head for Chile

DIZZYING SELECTION

Want to escape into the forest-
ed hills of a volcano to ski the
slopes at a first-class spa and
all-inclusive resort? No better
choice than Nevados de Chil-
lan, a six-hour drive (or one-
hour flight) south of Santiago
in its own little universe. Hun-
dreds of acres of bowls and a
dizzying selection of lifts
means a week can pass before
you repeat the same run.

) www.nevadosdechillan.com

ARISTOCRATIC ROMANCE
Probably the most romantic
ski resort in South America,
Portillo (2 1/2 hours from San-
tiago) feels like you fell into
an aristocratic family for the
week. More home than hotel,
Portillo fosters a communal
atmosphere. Still have energy
after a day on the dizzying
drops and vertical descents?
Drop into the Portillo disco,
where you are likely to bump
elbows with an Olympic gold
medalist. )) www.skiportillo.com

SOUrs. MORTEN ANDERSEN

scp to evados de Chillan for the skimg the spa an the pisco

A PIONEER’S DREAM

Imagine having your own
mountainside packed with
fresh powder and devoid of
other skiers. With capacity
for just 24 skiers (12 in each
snowcat) the Ski Arpa experi-
ence is a pioneer’s dream -
fresh tracks cut through a
5,000-acre paradise of Andean
ridges, bowls and valleys, a
mountainside free of ski lifts,
lodges and, best of all, lift
lines.

) www.santiagoadventures.com

SKI VACAY WITH VINO

Join fellow ski fanatics for
this insider’s guide to the best
of the best. Long recognized
as innovators in combining
backcountry escapes such as
Ski Arpa with the classic Chil-
ean resorts, PowderQuest
provides hassle-free vacations
that include many a Chilean
touch (read: barbecue and
fine wine).

) www.powderquest.com
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From impressive national sites and cultural
attractions, to quiet ByWard Market courtyards and
cafés, to natural beauty and outdoor recreation,

to exciting nightlife and entertainment...For a truly
different getaway experience this summer, just step

1D,
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outside your Ottawa hotel and go!
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There's simply no better or more civilized way to discover
the cultural and historical heart of some of the world’s most
magnificent cities and landscapes than on a relaxing cruise with
Viking River Cruises, the world’s leading river cruise line.

per night
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VIKING

RIVER CRUISES
Exploring the World in Comfort®

EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISES
FROM M $1’499USDPERPERSON

BEST AVAILABLE STATEROOM CATEGORY

Our great value journeys include:

Captain’s dinner

ASRNENENENEN

Call for pricing on all-inclusive airfare and transfers!

To book, see your travel agent

Your comfortable, outside stateroom
All meals on board ship

Daily shore excursions

Welcome cocktail reception & dinner

PLUS, complimentary wine with dinner on board

or call Viking toll-free:

1-866-200-5724

For more information, visit us on the web
at vikingrivercruises.com

Featured 2010 Itinerary:
RHINE GETAWAY

8-day cruise from Basel
to Amsterdam, plus visits
to local Christmas Markets.

Visit
Europe’s
Christmas
WELGES

Nov & Dec 2010 departures from
$4.399 $1,499usD per person,

any available stateroom category!
Additional itineraries available; call us
at 1-866-200-5724 for more details.

—

Viking River Cruises is
the world’s most award- ;
winning river cruise line

Note: Offer 44A valid for select 2010 cruise fares from $1,499USD per
person and complimentary wine and is considered a single offer. Must
request offer code and pay in full at time of booking. Complimentary wine
with dinner on board is included with cruise purchase; international air
does not have to be purchased to get cruise offer. Subject to availability
and restrictions apply; call for details. Viking reserves the right to revise
pricing or dates throughout the season. Complete terms and conditions
may be found in the Passenger Ticket Contract at vikingrivercruises.com.
8.7.10 CST# 2052644-40

§ GALAPAGOS ISLANDS ...
FAMILY DEPARTURES * =

Share thé experience of visiting the enchanted Galapagos Islands
with your family. Tour extensions to Peru can be added.

M/Y Eric, Letty & Flamingo - Iguana Deck Cabins
7 nt cruise: $ 4,021 (adult) | $ 3,508 (teen) | $ 3,167 (child)

Galapagos Holidays, 14 Prince Arthur Avenue, Toronto,
Specialists in customized tours to South America since 1982
1-800-661-2512 www.galapagosholidays.com

ITALY

..."La dolce vita!”
Northern Italy Gatronomy & SPA Food, Wines, Wellness:
7nights: Cooking Class,Wine & Grappa Tasting, Gourmet din-
ners, Wonderful SPA resort in Abano Terme, 7-day Car Rental++.
Piedmont’'s Langhe area & Cinque Terre:
Znights: 3nts in Alba, 4nts in Cinque Terre, incl. breakfasts, wine
tasting, 4 dinners, 8-day Car Rental: 21Aug-18Sep.

Italy at Leisure in the Art Cities in June. 2nts \Venice; 3nts
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$975*

sm*
Florence; 2 nts Rome @ central hotels, including breakfast & taxes, $869*
2nd Class Rail tickets. 20September-100ctober.

ITALIA MAGICA by Richmond Hill Travel

9625 Yonge St., Richmond Hill, ON www.italia-magica.com

(905) 737-6111 or 800.566.6608

*Land only prices per person, based on Double Occupancy. Subject to availability

KITCHENER-WATERLOO’S EXCITING WEEKEND

HERITAGE & CULTURE
PACKAGE

2 Nights Stay for 2 » $75 Dinner Certificate 2 Tickets to 2 Local Attractions
And All You Can Eat While You Stay In Your Seat Breakfast For Two —

[ For Details Visit walper.com|
$ Please quote code GM082010
at time of booking

Taxes Included Faly \
Walper 7 é@é%e Hotel

A Tradition 6f Excéilence Since 1893
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Celebrate your getaway
with a bottle of wine
and chocolate-dipped
strawberries in your
guestroom.

8

Savour local wines with
Winery tasting passes to
Chateau des Charmes
and Reif Estate Winery.
End your stay with a
leisurely breakfast.

. CAD

| frmnl 2 per person
Call 1-866-319-4445 or

| visit vintage-hotels.com
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NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Resortso«Ontario

www.resortsofontario.com

1-800-363-7227

!.“ﬂi‘n LAKE of Bays

N e LARGEST RESORT

Summer in Muskoka. Picture this: 240 acres, a mile of

lake front on pristine Lake of Bays ¢36 cottages ® fireplaces

e includes 2 meals daily * hiking * tennis ® boat rentals * peaceful * tranquil
erestful * childrens program ¢ social director

East of Huntsville
Only 20 minutes
from Algonquin Park

For rates or colour
brochures, call:

1-800-461-4371 iRt

i per person
www.luminaresort.com

3 Day Special Aug 14 - 28th

$425.00 |1 Child free

under 8 for each
two adults



David Owen


David Owen



